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Scout's effort unveils long-lost

By DEBORAH FirrsTimeg-Wrror Staff Writer
What the wear and tearthat decades have obscured,shaving cream can sometimesbring back to light.That was the experience ofAdam Anderson, o fLovettsville, who earned hisEagle Scout award recentlyafter mapping the African-American section of UnionCemetery in Waterford.

Andersoll, 18, enlisted twodozen helpers to plot thegravesides in the half-acresection of the cemetery wheremore than 75 African-Americans are buried. Theyemployed shaving cream anda squeegee to highlight eventhe most shallow depressionsin the worn stones, and there-by deciphered a half-dozennames not recorded in earliersurveys."This is an excellent exam-ple of community volun-teerism," said BronwenSouders, former president ofthe Waterford Foundation andan authority on Waterford'sAfrican-American history.

"Adam went at it systemati-cally, took photographs anddocumented what he did." Theshaving cream proved a suc-cessful treatment that washarmless to the stones, shesaid.The graves date as farback as the early and mid-1800s. No new graves havebeen added to the black sec-tion of the cemetery since the1960s.One of the names thatcame to light for the first timewas that of Mary Kennedy,who died in 1872 at about 15years of age. Her father,according to Souders, was afounding trustee of the
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African-American church andschool on Second Street. Adescendant in Washington,D.C., "is really excited" aboutthe find and is eager to visitthe grave, Souders said.The white section of UnionCemetery contains severalhundred graves, which aretypically better marked, withmore prominent and expen-sive stones. Adam's mother,Julia Anderson, noted thatthere was "inequality in deathas well as life."Adam is with CatoctinTroop 743. His four brothersbefore him also achievedEagle Scout, Scouting's high-est award.


